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artificial, and do not represent correctly the value they
received, with a reasonable interest, this is only a rude
and summary mode, congenial with the mental habits of
the people, of sweeping off the undue and extortionate
part of the several claims: and the acceptance by so
many of the creditors of the composition offered them
may be, without any straining, regarded as presumptive
evidence that, upon the whole, substantial justice was
done to them. Upon the contrary supposition, that all
the creditors who accepted the composition were de-
frauded, every one of those creditors deserved as much
the interference of the British government as the Dosses.
If it be said that they received something, the Dosses
nothing, it is to be asked, how that affects the principle ?
Justice or injustice is not measured by the sum. Be-
sides, the act was that of the Dosses themselves, and
surely constituted no case of peculiarity requiring the
interference of the British government. There was one
part of their demand which the body of creditors did not
receive: the Dosses, as to that part, stood in the same
predicament. Another part the body of creditors did
receive, the Dosses not, only because they refused to re-
ceive it Whatever loss they sustained by this refusal is
chargeable only on themselves. But men must be left
to bear the consequences of their own acts. It would be
a monstrous rule, that government should employ ex-
traordinary and dangerous expedients for repairing those
consequences.
" Among the other things which the court conceive
themselves bound to notice in the draft of the board is,
the statement that, in the early stage of the negotiation
with the European creditors for the composition which
they accepted, Mr. Lumsden (the resident) took (a part.'
The court are altogether at a loss to understand the
object of this statement. It cannot be for establishing